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made the attack, they explained, only because the
French had reported that the Indians with Cro-
ghan's band were Cherokees, the Kickapoos* most
deadly enemies. Now that their mistake was
apparent, the artful emissaries declared, their re-
gret was indeed deep.

All of this was sheer pretense, and Croghan and
his surviving followers were kept under close guard
and were carried along with the Kickapoo band up
the Wabash to Vincennes, where the trader en-
countered old Indian friends who soundly rebuked
the captors for their inhospitality. Croghan knew
the Indian nature too well to attempt to thwart the
plans of his "hosts/* Accordingly he went on
with the band to the upper Wabash post Ouiatanon,
where he received deputation after deputation
from the neighboring tribes, smoked pipes of peace,
made speeches, and shook hands with greasy war-
riors by the score. Here came a messenger from
Saint-Ange asking him to proceed to Fort Chartres.
Here, also, Pontiac met him, and, after being as-
sured that the English had no intention of enslav-
ing the natives, declared that he would no longer
stand in the conquerors' path. Though in unex-
pected manner, Croghan's mission was accom-
plished, and, with many evidences of favor from